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proclamation or order and will be given 
the widest possible publicity by all 
available media. Federal Armed Forces 
ordinarily will exercise police powers 
previously inoperative in the affected 
area, restore and maintain order, in-
sure the essential mechanics of dis-
tribution, transportation, and commu-
nication, and initiate necessary relief 
measures.

§ 501.5 Protection of Federal property. 
The right of the United States to pro-

tect Federal property or functions by 
intervention with Federal Armed 
Forces is an accepted principle of our 
Government. This form of intervention 
is warranted only where the need for 
protection exists and the local civil au-
thorities cannot or will not give ade-
quate protection. This right is exer-
cised by executive authority and ex-
tends to all Federal property and func-
tions.

§ 501.6 End of commitment. 
The use of Federal Armed Forces for 

civil disturbance operations should end 
as soon as the necessity therefor ceases 
and the normal civil processes can be 
restored. Determination of the end of 
the necessity will be made by the De-
partment of the Army.

§ 501.7 Loan of military resources to 
civil authorities. 

(a) The Department of the Army in 
certain limited situations can lend 
military equipment to civil law en-
forcement authorities in the event of 
civil disturbances. Such loans of equip-
ment are limited to those necessary to 
meet an urgent need during an actual 
civil disturbance (except as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section) and the 
loans are considered to be a temporary 
emergency action. Civil law enforce-
ment authorities are to be encouraged 
to procure their own equipment for po-
lice use since, even though requests are 
handled expeditiously, normally some 
time will elapse before the military 
equipment can be in the hands of the 
civil law enforcement authorities. Law 
enforcement authorities are to be cau-
tioned not to rely on the loan of mili-
tary equipment in the event of a civil 
disturbance in their locality because 
the availability of military equipment 

for civilian use is contingent upon 
military requirements for the Depart-
ment of the Army resources. 

(b) A loan agreement will be executed 
with the civil authority in each case. 
The agreement will indicate that the 
property may be retained by the civil 
authorities only for the duration of the 
civil disturbance, but for not more 
than 15 days; however, should the civil 
disturbance exceed 15 days the approv-
ing authority may extend the agree-
ment for another 15-day period. It is 
recognized that there is often a sub-
stantial leadtime before equipment 
procured by civil law enforcement au-
thorities will be delivered to them. For 
this reason loans of equipment beyond 
the 15-day limit are authorized when a 
request is made in anticipation of im-
minent threatened civil disturbance 
and the civil authority requesting the 
loan has initiated procurement action 
for equipment substantially similar to 
the military property requested. Loans 
may be approved for terms of up to 90 
days pending delivery to the civil au-
thority of its own equipment and re-
newed by the approving authority for 
another 90-day period if necessary. 

(c) Each loan agreement will contain 
provisions for a cash bond, performance 
bond, or the equivalent equal to the 
value of the loaned equipment, as a 
condition to making the loan; waiver 
of the requirement to post bond will be 
approved only by the Department of 
the Army. With the prior concurrence 
of the Department of the Army, the 
bond will be forfeited in the event the 
equipment is not returned at the time 
specified. However, the forfeiture of 
the bond will not constitute a sale of 
the equipment, and the borrower will 
not be relieved of his obligation to re-
turn the loaned equipment. Loan 
agreements will clearly state the ex-
penses and obligations assumed by the 
civil authority.
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